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Portrait #1 – Team Iceland 

 

 
 



 

 

 Author`s profile: 
 

Admin of Team Ukraine 

Winner of Live Chess World League (Season 2), Blitz&Bullet 

Candidate Master of former USSR (in 1991) 

 

Stats on Chess.com: 

 Blitz –      2368 (max 2412) 

 Bullet –   2255 (max 2342) 

 Tactics – 2747 (max 2763) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Some facts about Iceland: 
 

Nation, small by size 
Population: 335 000 
Capital: Reykjavík (127 220) 
 
but very high-profile 

- 3rd in the World by Happiness Level 
- 83 years – life expectancy 
- enormous number of nominations where Iceland 

is #1 in the World judged “per capita” 
 
(i.e the most beautiful women, the strongest men, the 
best musicians and sportsmen) 

 
 

Other interesting things: 
 

-the youngest country in the world in terms of land form 
 
-11% of territory is covered with ice 
 
-Hundreds of volcanos, 30 of them are active 
 
-No McDonalds (!!!) 
 
-Beer was banned till 1989 
 
-No standing army, the police forces carry no guns 

 

 



 

Iceland - #1 in the World by popularity of Chess 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 It is very difficult to find a country, which stands even 
close to Iceland by the level of chess popularity 
 
Probably it`s Armenia (unfortunately, they don`t 
participate actively in chess.com tournaments) 
 
 

 Iceland`s capital - Reykjavík is among top-10 best 
chess cities in the World 
https://www.chess.com/article/view/the-10-best-
chess-cities-in-the-world 
 

 

 Iceland celebrated its "Chess Day" on January 26th, 
the country's first GM and ex-FIDE president Fridrik 
Olafsson's birthday 
 
 

 

https://www.chess.com/article/view/the-10-best-chess-cities-in-the-world
https://www.chess.com/article/view/the-10-best-chess-cities-in-the-world


 GM Fridrik Olafsson – Godfather of Icelandic Chess 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 Born in 1935 
First Icelandic Grandmaster – since 1958 
 
 

 Participant of Candidates Tournament 
(1959, Yugoslavia) 
 
 

 Was ranked as #14 in the World 
(for example – today such titans like Karjakin 
and Nakamura stand lower 14th position) 
 
 

 Winnner of Super-Tournaments in 
Hastings  
Wijk aan Zee 
 
 
 

 FIDE President 

from  1978 to 1982 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastings_International_Chess_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corus_chess_tournament


 

 

 

 

 

GM Olafsson has victories over World Champions: 
 

- Mikhail Tal 

- Tigran Petrosian 

- Bobby Fisher 

- Anatoly Karpov 

  

 



 

 

1972: match Boris Spassky (USSR) – Robert Fisher (USA), Reykjavík 
 

Bobby Fisher becomes a new World Champion, finishing off Soviet hegemony in Chess 
 

Start of chess-boom in Iceland 
 

  
 



 

 

Iceland has become the last home for a mad and unfortunate genius. 
 

Probably, he loved Iceland as a place, where the happiest moment in his life has happened. 
 

And Icelanders gave him a favor too. 
 

   

 



 GM Jón Loftur Árnason - World U17 Chess Champion in 1977 

(ahead of Garry Kasparov and Nigel Short) 

    
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Youth_Chess_Championship#Official_U17_Cadets


 GM Jóhann Hjartarson  

-Qualified for the World Championship Candidates Tournament in 1988 

- In play-off defeated Victor Korchnoi (Victor-the-Terrible) 

- Only great Anatoly Karpov could stop Icelandic strongman            - 
Was ranked as #11 in the World in 1989, peak rating - 2640 

Take a note:  
Mr. Hjartarson is a member of……. Team Iceland !!! 
 

 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candidates_Tournament


 GM Margeir Pétursson, famous Icelandic chess-player and financier 

 

- Participated in 11 (!!!) Chess Olympiad for National Team of Iceland 

- Now lives in Ukraine (City of Lviv), owner and president of local bank Lviv 

 

Ironically, Lviv is a stronghold of Ukrainian Chess  
(on the photo below, Mr Petursson with Ukrainian Grandmasters from Lviv: 

Martyn Kravciv, Alexander Sulypa, Alexander Belyavsky, Alexander Ipatov, Adrian Mikhalchishin, Andriy 
Vovk, Natalya Buksa, Yuriy Vovk, Anna Muzychuk, Nazar Firman, Mariya Muzychuk, Mykhailo Oleksienko) 

   
 

 



Team Iceland on chess.com 
 

 



 

 National Chess portal https://skak.is informs about games of Team Iceland in LWCL: 

 

 

https://skak.is/


 

Icelandic Players – Winners of LCWL-2018 as members of Team Ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 LCWL Season 3 Bullet 1|1 R1: 
 

 

 

Team 

Iceland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Argentina Live 

Chess 

    

Bullet 1|1 44 10 07.10.2018 
 

 Season 3 Blitz 5|2 R1: 
 

 

Team 

Iceland 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Argentina Live 

Chess 

 

Blitz 5|2 61,5 12,5 07.10.2018 
 



 

 LCWL Season 3 Bullet 1|1 R2: 
 

 

 

Team 

Iceland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Srbija Tim 

    

Bullet 1|1 41 23 14.10.2018 

18-00 GMT 
 

 Season 3 Blitz 5|2 R2: 
 

 

Team 

Iceland 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Srbija Tim 

Blitz 5|2 41,5 36,5 14.10.2018 

18-20 GMT 



People responsible for Icelandic magic in LCWL – Admins of Team Iceland 

  

  



 

Sigurbjorn Bjornsson – Hero of Superfinal match of LWCL S2 Ukraine vs Russia 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Having a Rook less, Sigurbjorn checkmated  
Russian Grandmaster and Streamer - Roman Ovetchkin 

  



Good games of Team Iceland`s Players vs Argentina live Chess 

   
https://www.chess.com/live/game/3127052444 

 

 
 

https://www.chess.com/live/game/3127052447 

 

 

https://www.chess.com/live/game/3127052449 

 

 

31. Qe8+! (instead of automatical Qxd3?) 

31….Kh7 32.Bxf7 no defense from mate 

1-0 

Strong mating attack in opposite-colored 

bishops endgame 

0-1 

Very precise endgame playing mastership 

White is losing a rook or checkmated 

0-1 
 

https://www.chess.com/live/game/3127052444
https://www.chess.com/live/game/3127052447
https://www.chess.com/live/game/3127052449


 

 

 

Thanks a lot for your attention! 

 

Good luck to Team Iceland  

in Live Chess World League! 
 

  

 

 
alexander.matlak 
 

 

 
 

 
oleksandr.matlak@gmail.com 

 
TAUDRAG 
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